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SCHOOL BUSES - TESTING FACILITIES FOR SEATBELTS 

9. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 

Given that it was announced on 6 November last year that seatbelts were to be introduced in all new dedicated 
school buses, I ask - 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has refused to license a 
number of Toyota Coaster school buses freshly fitted with state-of-the-art seats and restraints because 
there is nowhere in Western Australia to test them? 

(2) Is it true that the Public Transport Authority already has been forced to purchase two newly fitted 
Toyota Coasters from dealers who now cannot license them for customers? 

(3) Are there more buses to be purchased by the PTA; and, if so, how many and what is the estimated cost 
to the taxpayer? 

(4) Is it true that the state government is building a new test facility; and, if so, when was the project started 
and when will it come on line? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(4) I thank the member for the question.  It is certainly true that we have encountered a number of 

difficulties with this project because we are well in advance of anything that is being done across 
Australia.  As a result, we have identified a number of gaps in the national rules - the Australian design 
rules etc - that regulate this matter.  I acknowledge that, for the first time, we have identified a number 
of problems and it is true to say that we will have to look at the rate of retrofitting of these vehicles and, 
obviously, that is something I will be discussing with government.  Our policy decision on the 
compulsory installation of seatbelts on school buses was a very sound one.  All new buses are being 
fitted with seatbelts and that is very positive. 

 Because we have identified problems and gaps in the Australian design rules that we have to address, it 
may well be that we will have to revise the timetable for the retrofitting.  Mr Speaker, I can assure you 
that we will not be purchasing any further buses.  The two that we have purchased will be used as part 
of the retrofitting program to provide buses for contractors who need to have their buses off the road in 
order to have the seatbelts fitted.  It often happens that those who are out in front of the pack find 
problems that were not anticipated. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The fundamental policy setting of seatbelts in school buses is wise. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the first time. 
 


